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at last was a simple means for abating or
mitigating this old-time evil.
It cannot be denied that the Jennerian
method, or the early use of animal vac-
cine,, was not without its faults. The
source and quality of the vaccine were
often far from satisfactory, and the oper-
ation itself frequently was crudely per-
formed. The unfortunate consequences
following vaccination, repeatedly quoted
by anti-vaccinationists5 date back in the
makk to the days before the development
of our present methods of preparing vac-
cine virus and of performing vaccina-
tions.
What is vaccination? Vaccination is
the introduction into the skin of the
harmless virus of cowpox, or vaccinia,
which, confers upon the individual pro-
tection against smallpox, or variola. The
method, in its essentials, duplicates
nature's own way of bringing about im-
munity. The unknown virus of cowpox
causes the human body to manufacture
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